DISEASE    AND    HISTORY

course. Whether the effects were as far-reaching as Jones assumes
is questionable, but malaria certainly was an important factor in
the later history of Greece.

It was important also in determining the history of another re-
gion, the Roman Campagna, the land that surrounds the city of
Rome. Angelo Celli, one of the great malaria epidemiologists, who
spent all his life combating the disease in Italy, made an extensive
study of the history of the Campagna.15 He was struck by the fact
that this region was at times a complete desert and at other times
a flourishing landscape, teeming with life. He found that in the
course of twenty-five centuries the Campagna was inhabited and
flourishing in four periods (1) in the pre-Roman era; (2) when
Imperial Rome was at the height of its power; (3) in the early
Middle Ages [8th and 9th centuries]; and (4) in modern times
from the 15th to the 17th centuries. Between these periods the Cam-
pagna was a place of desolation, with ruined and abandoned ham-
lets and a few wild sheep grazing under the walls of the eternal
city. Emperors and popes made great efforts to repopulate the re-
gion, offering premiums and subsidies to settlers, but it was all in
vain. What is the explanation?

It was often assumed that the many wars that afflicted the city
of Rome were responsible for the devastation of the Campagna, a
very inadequate explanation because once a war is over life re-
turns rapidly to the very battlefields, particularly in the environs of
a great city. Celli undoubtedly hit the right answer when he made
malaria responsible for the vicissitudes of the Campagna. It was
malaria which at times made life impossible, killed or weakened
the people and drove them from the land; it was malaria, in an-
other parasitic form, that killed horses and cattle and laid the land
bare. Celli's historical studies showed that in certain regions
malaria occurs in periodic cycles. The disease takes hold of a re-
gion, develops, and drives all life away. Dea febris reigns supreme.
And then after centuries, for reasons not yet known, the disease
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